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knife, and putting them into the palm of the left hand, throw
them up into the air saying, ' Haroidh ! Saidth ! ' (' Throw
it away ! Sleep ! ' (?)). A man of the group which lives in
the neighbourhood of Grik informed me that his people also
perform the blood-throwing ceremony when frightened by
thunder, saying as they do so, ' Daiah hog di-baling', which
seems to mean, ' Take up the blood (darah in Malay) that
is thrown V x
The blood sacrifice offered by these Negritos during
thunderstorms was repeatedly witnessed by Mr. Paul
Schebasta, who travelled among them in 1924 and 1925. On
the first occasion, after an appalling crash of thunder and
in a cascade of rain, he watched a woman, " who, with a
splinter of bamboo (abag), was stabbing her shin until the
blood poured from it. In her left hand she held a bamboo
filled with water, into which she wiped off the blood. She
then poured the mixture into a split bamboo and sprinkled
a little of it upon the ground. Then she raised herself and
began to scatter the blood and water in the air, once in the
direction from which the thunder came, and then towards
every quarter of the heavens, crying as she did so: e Chub !
Chub ! ' (Go ! Go !).... As I learned the following morning,
the blood sacrifice is always consummated when the thunder
crashes directly over the encampment. First the women
draw blood from their calves with a bamboo, or with the
knife used for rattan-splitting. Some of the mixture is then
poured on the ground ; this is dedicated to Manoid, Karei's
wife. That which is scattered in the air is for Karei, the
thunder-god, himself/3 2
According to another account, it is a certain Pedn or Ta
Pedn who lives up aloft and causes the thunder (karef) and
hurls the lightning. But one of his informants informed Mr.
Schebesta that Ta Pedn and Karei are one and the same
person.3
1 Ivor H. N. Evans, Studies in Reli-         s P. Schebesta, op. tit, pp. 250-252.
gion, Folk-lore, and Custom in British     But according to another account Ta
North Borneo and the Malay Penin-     Pedn is a son of Karei, the thunder-god.
sula (Cambridge, 1923), pp. 151 sy.         Manoid is the wife of Karei and lives
* Paul Schebesta, Among the Forest     in the earth, while Karei dwells in the
Dwarf $ of Malaya (London, N.D.), pp.     sky. See P. Schebesta, op. tit. pp.